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by the prevalence of a bizarre mysticism at the court of the
ruler. He even sent me a book on the subject, in which the
author presented an array of historical evidence in support
of this view. The Baron told me that the influence of a
certain Dr, Philippe, of Lyons, upon their Majesties and
some Grand Dukes and Duchesses was being much talked
of in France. He repeated some of the rumours which
were abroad, adding that much was probably exaggerated,
but that, no doubt, the charlatan Philippe often saw their
Majesties, was worshipped by them as a saint and exerted
a substantial influence upon their inner life.
All these stories, bruited abroad in France, made a pain-
ful impression on us Russians. Of course, I heard a good
deal about Philippe in Petrograd, too. I shall set down
here all the authentic information on the subject which I
have in my possession. Philippe originally resided at
Lyons, France. He had completed no course of study.
When his daughter married a physician, Philippe began to
practise as. a quack doctor and, as is often the case, was
sometimes successful. Besides quackery, he also practised
fortune telling. Those who knew him reported that he was
clever and possessed a peculiar occult power over men and
women who were of a flabby will or .were afflicted with dis-
eased nerves. As a result of his charlatan activities, he
had several lawsuits. He was forbidden to practise by the
government and several times prosecuted. Nevertheless,
he succeeded in securing a group of admirers, mostly among
the nationalists. It included our military agent in Paris,
Count Muraviov-Amursky. There is no doubt but that the
count was practically out of his mind. He tried to- involve
us in a quarrel with the republican Government which he
hated whole-heartedly.
It was this Count and other admirers of Philippe who
declared this impostor a saint. At any rate, they asserted
that he was not born in the usual commonplace way, but